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KEYSTONE 
SPRINGS A 
HUGE LEAK 


About 210,000 gal- 
lons of oil poured 
out of a Keystone 
Pipeline leak in 
South Dakota. A3 


Senate OKs 
Stras hearing 
Minn. judge gets 
confirmation hear- 
ing, despite Fran- 
ken’s objection. B1 


Jobless rate at 
17-year low 
Minnesota unem- 
ployment down 
to 3.3 percent, but 
hiring slows. D1 


IRS prepares 
ACA letters 
Small, medium 
businesses girding 
for bad news. D1 


N.J. bribery 
case a mistrial 
Case against Dem. 
Sen. Menendez 
ends with jury 
deadlocked. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


State sets 
opioid limits 
Clamping down 
on painkiller pre- 
scribers first step 
of task force. B1 


City dispute 
sinks toy drive 
Shakopee’s fight 
with homeowner 
ends holiday tradi- 
tion. B1 


SPORTS 


Wild rallies for 
4th in a row 
Four goals in final 
7 minutes clinch 
6-4 victory over 
Nashville. C1 


Altuve, Stanton 
garner MVPs 
Astros star gets AL 
award; Miami slug- 
ger wins NL. C2 


BUSINESS 


Best Buy hits 
pause button 
Electronics retailer 
tempers expecta- 
tions for the holi- 
days just a bit. D1 


VARIETY 


‘Pictureman’ 
comes to life 
Anew book docu- 
ments “the best of 
black life in Min- 
nesota.” E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 

Twins broadcasts 
return to a famil- 
iar spot on the AM 
dial, WCCO-830, 
home for their first 
46 years. C2 


Parks, campsites, more in 
final edition of the Big List 
OUTDOORS WEEKEND 


tariribun 


eD 
46° ~; 31° 
Windy, cloudy, rainy. 
Whatever. B6 
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Franken: ‘There’s no excuse’ 


Senator apologizes, but his 2006 unwelcome kiss, grope lead to calls for his ouster. 


By JENNIFER BROOKS, JIM 
SPENCER and MAYA RAO 
Star Tribune staff writers 


USS. Sen. Al Franken is facing 
an investigation by the Senate 
Ethics Committee after a Los 
Angeles radio host revealed on 
Thursday that Franken kissed 
and groped her against her will 
in 2006. 

The Minnesota Democrat 
did not deny the account by 
Leeann Tweeden that he kissed 
her without consent while they 


were rehearsing a comedy skit 
during a 2006 USO tour of the 
Middle East and Afghanistan, 
about two years before Franken 
was elected to the U.S. Senate. 
She also posted a photograph 
— which she learned about 
after the fact — of a grinning 
Franken, his hands reaching at 
her breasts as she slept. 

“Pm still angry at what Al 
Franken did to me,” Tweeden 
wrote on the website for KABC 
Radio in Los Angeles, where she 
hosts a morning show. “Every 


time I hear his voice or see his 
face, Iam angry.” 

Franken first issued a brief 
apology before releasing amuch 
longer statement of remorse, 
saying women like Tweeden 
“deserve to be heard, and 
believed when they share these 
stories.” He echoed a call from 
senators of both parties that he 
be investigated by the Senate 
Ethics Committee, and said he 
would “gladly cooperate.” 

“I don’t know what was in 
my head when I took that pic- 


ture, and it doesn’t matter,” 
Franken said in the statement 
released by his office. “There’s 
no excuse. I look at it now and 
I feel disgusted with myself. It 
isn’t funny. It’s completely inap- 
propriate. It’s obvious how Lee- 
ann would feel violated by that 
picture. And, what’s more, I can 
see how millions of women 
would feel violated by it — 
women who have had similar 
experiences in their own lives, 
women who fear having those 

See FRANKEN on A8 > 


BIG TROUBLE 


Leeann Tweeden, right, wrote 
she was “still angry at what Al 
Franken did to me” during their 
2006 USO tour overseas. 


More inside: What others are 
saying, a Tweeden bio anda 
look at the political fallout. A8 


NICOLLET NOUVEAU 


Nicollet Mall in downtown Minneapolis reopened Thursday with much fanfare. Clockwise from top left, the 
reinstalled Mary Tyler Moore statue; Mayor-elect Jacob Frey greeting folks; new, inscribed chairs; upgraded signs. 


Story by EMMA NELSON and MARY LYNN SMITH ° Photos by ANTHONY SOUFFLE œ Star Tribune staff 


TWO YEARS OF DISRUPTION ENDS 


he heart of Minneapolis is beating again. 

Nicollet Mall reopened at noon Thursday, marking the end ofa construction 

headache that has cost millions of dollars and closed the downtown Minneapolis 

corridor for more than two years. 

Dozens of people gathered on Nicollet and 7th Street midday to celebrate, 

shivering and sipping from paper cups full of coffee. A woman crouched on the ground 

to play a giant game of Jenga as songs by Semisonic and Journey blasted from a speaker 
and, up above, office workers peered down from the skyway. 

“Here we are. We are on Nicollet, everybody,” Mayor Betsy Hodges said to cheers from 
the crowd. “This is an extraordinary day for Minneapolis.” 

Nicollet Mall, the former home of the flagship Dayton’s department store and the site 
of Mary Tyler Moore’s famous hat-toss, has been closed to vehicles since July 2015. The 
construction has frustrated pedestrians and business owners along the corridor, in part 
because much of the early work happened underground 


See NICOLLET on A8 > 


Buses returning 
Routes on the mall 
start on Dec. 2 — 
until Super Bowl. B3 


STREETSCAPES 
IN SAT. VARIETY 


Closer look 

A detailed guide to 
the $50 million in 
changes that have 
taken place. 


Justices 
rule for 
Dayton in 
veto fight 


Legislature has funds 
to keep going until next 
session starts, court says. 


By ERIN GOLDEN 
erin.golden@startribune.com 


The Minnesota Supreme 
Court has upheld Gov. Mark 
Dayton’s veto of the budget 
of the state House and Senate, 
capping a costly and divisive 
legal battle between the DFL 
governor and Republican leg- 
islative leaders. 

The court ruled Thursday 
that Dayton was acting within 
his powers when he line-item 
vetoed legislative funding dur- 
ing a budget dispute in May. 
The ruling further said that the 
legislative branch has access to 
enough money to continue to 
function — and that the state 
Constitution does not authorize 
the judicial branch to order more 
funding for the Legislature. 

The court did not weigh 
in on another key question of 
the dispute: whether Dayton’s 
veto violated the Constitution 
by coercing the Legislature. In 
writing the majority opinion, 
Chief Justice Lorie Skjerven Gil- 
dea said the court did not need 
to settle that matter because 
the veto won’t stop the House 
and Senate from operating until 
February, when the next legisla- 
tive session begins. 

“We conclude that the Leg- 
islature currently has access to 
at least $26 million and, should 
the Legislature choose, up to 
$40 million, in appropriated, 
unencumbered funds,” Gildea 
wrote. The decision was 5-l, 
with only Justice Barry Ander- 

See BUDGET on A5> 


House passes Republican tax overhaul 


Pressure on Senate bill, which has key differences. 


By MIKE DEBONIS and DAMIAN 
PALETTA ¢ Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - The House 
passed its version of the Repub- 
lican tax overhaul Thursday, 
notching a key win for Presi- 
dent Donald Trump and House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis. But 
obstacles remain in the Senate, 
whichis refining its own version 
of the legislation amid objec- 
tions from key GOP senators. 

The bill passed with 227 votes 
in favor and 205 against. Thir- 
teen Republicans voted against 
it,andno Democrats voted for it. 

Trump and Republican lead- 


ers in Congress are aiming to 
pass a bill that would cut taxes 
by as much as $1.5 trillion by 
the end of the year. Both the 
House and Senate bills deliver 
the majority of the cuts to busi- 
nesses and wealthy Americans, 
but there are significant differ- 
ences between the bills that will 
have to be resolved. 

The Senate bill was approved 
late Thursday by the Finance 
Committee ona party-line 14-12 
vote. A vote by the full Senate 
is expected the week after next. 

Trump visited the Capi- 
tol shortly before the early- 

See TAX on A4> 


KEY PROVISIONS 


* The top tax rate businesses 
pay would drop from 35 to 
20 percent. 


- Estate tax threshold would 
double to $11 million. 

¢ There would be four brack- 
ets instead of seven. 

e Mortgage interest deduc- 


tion would be capped at 
loans of $500,000. 


«No change to Affordable 
Care Act individual man- 
date. 


e Projected federal deficit 
would grow by $1.5 trillion 
over a decade. 


Chronic abuse of seniors 
sparks start of reforms 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


The head of a key commit- 
tee in the Minnesota Senate is 
preparing a package of reforms 
that would expand the state’s 
power to investigate elder 
abuse, while eliminating much 
of the secrecy that surrounds 
such investigations. 

Sen. Karin Housley, chair- 
woman of the Senate Aging 
and Long-Term Care Policy 
committee, said the state must 
act swiftly to address what she 
termed “an emergency situa- 


tion” involving criminal abuse 
in senior care homes that goes 
uninvestigated and unpunished. 
“This must stop,” Housley 
said in an interview. “When 
you hear these horrific stories 
of abuse, and hear reports of 
families waiting years for some 
resolution to an investigation, 
you realize that we need more 

resources in this area.” 
Housley, a Republican from 
St. Marys Point near Afton, 
was responding to a Star Tri- 
bune investigation published 
this week that detailed chronic 
See ABUSE on A3 > 
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